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Thematic Commission Round Table on Peace, Security and Disarmament                                      

                          CONGO General Assembly, December 5 2003

Without Peace and security there can be no inclusive global governance; most people are  search of peace. It is essential to recognize that wars are not inevitable but is requires consistent efforts.

Main issues highlighted

The Representative of the International Peace Bureau Colin Archer  pointed to situations following in particular  September 11 with alarming trends towards unilateralism with the blocking of most multilateral initiatives. The new concept of “war on terrorism” was perpetuating a cycle of violence stepping up military spending  detrimental to essential services in health, education etc. SIPRI announced a fourfold increase in military spending since 1998 reaching $ 128 per capita worldwide.

On the positive sides initiatives were under way in Sri Lanka, Liberia, Sudan, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire and the recent Geneva Initiative may be a step towards a solution of the Middle East conflict.

The concept of human security, though not new, placing the individual in the forefront in lieu of the state, was gaining ground and a group of governments have promoted the concept for their foreign policy through the “Human Security Network”. The UN Commission on Human Security was also promoting concrete measures. It involved a wide range of a actors, governments UN agencies NGOs and others. The essence of the  human security approach was that it should complement government security.  

The military spending raised moral arguments in the face of so much human suffering.

The representative of Femme Africa Solidarité  Bineta Diop insisted on gender mainstreaming. She gave poignant examples of successful peace-making of women in Africa with the involvement of grass-root women in particular of the Manu River Peace Network under the leadership of FAS which was just been awarded the United Nations Human Rights Peace Prize. It was a case of women exercising pressure on their respective governments in spite of wide cultural differences. Their strength and their legitimacy stemmed from the support of their communities: they had concrete solutions to offer.

The Resolution 1325 of the Security Council was a breakthrough in the same direction as it requested women’s participation in peace building. Yet the Resolution must be made known among grass root organizations.

In Africa a very rich continent, people were poor, which warranted that private interests take into account the needs and aspirations of its populations to pave the way for peace.

John Taylor of the International Association of Religious Freedom stressed the importance of “dialogue between civilizations” as wars and unrest often stemmed from injustice and that  the cause for conflict was intercultural and inter-religious tension. Religion can  be part of the problem but also part of the solution. Dialogue promoted participation and empowerment.

An interesting initiative was the Conference in Madrid “International Consultative Conference on School Education in relation to with Freedom of Religion and Belief, Tolerance and non-Discrimination”. Positive values can be introduced into school curricula.

The report of the Special Rapporteur on Religious Freedom, dealing with the discrimination against women by male dominated religions offered the opportunity to the Committee on Freedom of Belief to collaborate with the NGO/CSW .

Examples of good practice were given which were particularly important in a world of arms race and pre-emptive military strikes which eroded fundamental human rights. The importance of language was also stressed in a world where aggressiveness is considered positive whereas we needed a language of trust and respect..

In the discussion interesting examples were given of peace education for children and seminars for youth to become peace ambassadors.

David Atwood  from the Quaker UN Office devoted his time to small arms and land mines as  well as general disarmament issues. He said that building aware and active civil society mechanisms was essential for shaping positive responses to global challenges. It was more difficult at present to find agreements than it was during the cold war and many efforts such as on biological weapons have stalled in spite of years of negotiations due to a state-centric approach. A range of non state actors that do not abide by the rules was an added challenge.

There have been some results on land mines and small arms but it was difficult to get actors together even within the same government and our present day mechanisms  no longer corresponded to the challenges encountered. Ministries should understand that it was to their advantage to collaborate on similar issues. Unfortunately there was still a lack of understanding of the causes of violence and why people should take up arms.

A positive example was given of the UK where the efforts of several  ministries were pooled for conflict prevention. 

Suzan Walker  from the Landmines Campaign spoke with enthusiasm about the progress achieved in freeing the world gradually of these deadly devices. The campaign would go on unabated until no more mines were produced, stockpiled or left in the ground. The first Review Conference was to meet in Nairobi next year. 82 countries were affected by mines  and 85 % of the victims were civilians, yet progress was achieved since 1997.

Elisabeth Reusse-Decrey founder of the « Geneva Call », an inclusive approach spoke of her work with mostly non state actors to engage them on a total ban on mines and the acceptance of humanitarian principles. They were asked to sign a deed of acceptance but were also given education and encouragement. So far 23 groups have signed leading also to improved relations among the groups, some of whom had refused to talk to each other. After signature they had to report and the Geneva Call monitored. Many interesting lessons were learnt  and positive changes occurred which was also in the interests of those groups as they themselves suffered the consequences of their acts.

Recommendations:
· set up a task force on human security with the conveners of the Congo Committees.

· mainstreaming of women everywhere, especially in peace building,

·  making the Security Council Resolution known at all levels.

· Peace programs for school children from a very early age

· Change in school curricula to teach the value of tolerance in schools

· Outreach on which NGO credibility depends 


·  The discussion of the various clusters should lead to collaborative activities among CONGO groups.

       -     Civil society must demand of their governments to apply new security standards.

· On landmines convince countries to sign Convention, encourage them to go to the             

meetings (open to all), help on mine clearance and assist victims.

        -   NGOs can contribute to information and advocacy.

