Report of Sustainable Human Development Cluster, CONGO GA

Possible actions:

We, as members of CONGO, reaffirm our commitment to the United Nations and the moral and ethical framework on which it is based.  We recognize and endorse the human rights principals on which the Millennium Declaration, the MDGs, the Road Map to their implementation and the many projects and programs that are being created to move us to a more equitable world.

We note that CONGO members are a diverse group, and that we may not all agree the same course of action.  In that spirit, we recommend that CONGO members discuss the following and that they take action appropriate to their own organizations.  We also encourage our members to report to CONGO their activities so that we can share progress towards the MDGs with others, possibly using our website.

We lament the fact that the Member States of the UN are currently preoccupied with conflicts in the world that detract from focusing on the MDG agenda, which is a strategy for achieving a more just world. We pledge to work towards the implementation the MDGs through the framework of Agenda 21 and other agreed decisions of the UN, already part of the platform of many member organizations.

The following are suggestions from the group discussion that can be further discussed at the NGO Committee level through CONGO, giving us greater recognition for our role in working with the UN system, member states and the international community to implement this development agenda:

1. NGOs that embrace the right to development are encouraged to include it in their literature and in all public documents in order to give more opportunity to discuss the development agenda as a human right.

2. The following areas are being monitored through WFUNA, a member of CONGO, through 2015.  

· Partnership

· Government accountablity

· Networking and inclusion in policy debates

· Political will to express coherently the need for engagement

· Maintenance of a clear prspective on the MDGs and poverty (an obscenity and THE crime against humanity)

· Need for more resources – microcredit ?

· Reform of financial institutions

· Linkage of peace agenda with development agenda

· Promotion of and education about the MDGs

WFUNA publishes NGO progress towards the MDGs and will host a forum in 2005 to review progress from the NGO perspective.  WFUNA is working closely with CONGO on these actions.

3. Women and youth are key groups to involve in MDG implementation, as many of the areas in the goals, targets and indicators can be reached through the involvement of these groups.  CONGO should do more to assure that the voices of these underrepresented groups are heard.

4. We must continue to press governments and the UN about their commitments to implement the MDGs.  NGOs, governments, private sector and the UN system need to deepen their commitments to the MDG agenda, and follow up those commitments until they are achieved.  MDGs should be more contractual with a clear plan.  NGOs should insist on precise details of implementation so that NGOs can better monitor this progress.

5. One member suggested the following be further reviewed for possible action in addressing a more just world:

a) Create a more equitable system of trade

· Question the role of neo-liberalism as the solution

· Rapid increase in developing country access to developed country markets

· End agricultural subsidies

· WTO rules to be rewritten and no expansion of role beyond core issues -- leave public services alone

b) Ensure economic stability and protection of employees, consumers and environment

· Right to trade union membership

· Government incentives for maintenance of labor standards and other standards

· Proper supervision of international financial markets

· Review of conditions attached to IMF loans

c) Transfer wealth through more equitable income distribution

· Increase aid

· Create a non-discretionary global tax

· Develop systems that enhance planned migration

d) Provide for global governance and democratic legitimacy

· Greater role for the UN

· Expand Security Council

· Representation of NGOs in global governance

· All major institutions, one member one vote – not weighted

6. CONGO should consider hosting another Millennium Forum as we did in 2000 and NGO Declaration

7. The NGO study on poverty conducted by the NGO Committee on Social Development, subcommittee on Poverty, is a great example of what NGOs should be doing to enhance their work with the UN

8. There is a need to help in the coordination of NGO activities, and CONGO might play a larger role in doing this

9. CONGO leadership should promote action during the Commission on Sustainable Development re: water and sanitation – need to see what the NGO role might be.

10. CONGO might initiate capacity building for NGOs in China so that the Chinese NGOs might e able to participate/network and establish partnerships

11. One member called for the creation of a learning environment and other non-cost items that can move us closer to MDGs implementation

· To provide youth with a curriculum ad learning environment where they become aware of Human Values in daily life

· To provide specific knowledge and skills to alleviate stress and manage emotions rather than react violently to the stressful stimuli in the actual environment

· To restore a balance between “rationalism” science and technology on the one hand and age-old wisdom, local knowledge and philosophy on the other.

Reaching the MDGs is a process and a new notion of “cultural creatives” – 20 million people who are changing their patterns to recreate society to have new patterns and behaviours to include more people and waste less – is gaining momentum in the developed world.  CONGO member PCI has materials for the US related to this.  

Much is to be gained from using age-old techniques of democracy, such as circles of compassion and techniques identified in the “millionth circle.”

As NGOs we need to be practical in the things we do in sustainable development.  CONGO can help us see clearly so we can become effective partners.  We must speak up eloquently and practically, delivering our input creatively so that our dialogue will have maximum impact.

