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 Nations Unies

New York, 3 December 2003

22nd General Assembly of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations

Geneva Switzerland

4-6 December 2003

Dear Renate,

Dear Members of CONGO and Distinguished Participants of the 22nd General Assembly


Please accept my sincere good wishes on this important occasion. I deeply regret that the press of work and prior commitments related to the forthcoming Resumed 2003 Session of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations make it impossible for me to be with you at this time.

Three words in the theme of this 22nd General Assembly seem to embody Congo’s mission and relationship with the United Nations, the are,  “challenge”, “ opportunities” and above all “partnership”. Since its establishment in 1948, CONGO has been a widely acknowledged and influential facilitator of the United Nations/NGO relationship. In addition to its activities in support of the partnership between NGOs and the United Nation, CONGO has always been a leader in bringing issues of global importance to its members and the international NGO community at large.

As the United Nations broadens and diversifies its interaction with non-state actors, new types of partnerships are evolving. One of the principal goals of the Secretary-General’s most recently proposed policy and institutional reforms is to reanimate the Organization’s commitment to “putting people at the center of everything we do.” Thus, one of the most significant features of today’s partnership arrangements is the emphasis on drawing the parties closer to the policy structure of the intergovernmental process. 

The relationship between the CONGO and the NGO Section of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs has mirrored the evolution of the consultative relationship. For example, when NGOs were invited for the first time to participate in the High Level Segment of the Economic and Social Council, CONGO was one of the three organizations to contribute to the ministerial debate. Since 2000 CONGO has joined the NGO Section in organizing an NGO Forum in conjunction with the ECOSOC High-Level segment to expand even further the civil society contribution to the intergovernmental process. Later, when the UN NGO Informal Regional Network (UN NGO IRENE) was formed to develop NGO sector capacities and enhance opportunities for meaningful participation, CONGO joined the NGO Section as one of its first implementing partners.

To be effective, in the kind of multi-stakeholder relationship envisaged for the global community, each member of the partnership must marshal its resources and particular strengths in the most strategic and efficient way possible to support and sustain the others. CONGO has been in the vanguard in understanding this and acting upon it


           In closing, therefore, on behalf of the NGO Section/DESA, I should like to extend my very best wishes to CONGO and its membership for a fruitful meeting. We look forward with keen anticipation to continued opportunities to work together in partnership to meet the challenge of achieving our common goals in the future. 


        
Hanifa Mezoui


Chief, NGO Section


Department of Economic and Social Affairs








