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Statement by Mr. Sergei Ordzhonikidze

United Nations Under-Secretary-General

Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva

At the 22nd General Assembly of CONGO

ILO Building, Geneva  

Thursday, 4 December 2003, at 10:00 a.m. 

President Hunte

Madam President

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a privilege to be with you here today.  Established in 1948, CONGO is almost as old as the United Nations itself and has made a significant contribution to our work over the years.  It is always good to be with long-standing partners with a firm commitment to the principles and activities of the Organization, and I appreciate the invitation to address a few remarks to you today.       

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The importance of civil society in international affairs continues to grow.  Non-governmental organizations bring a wealth of experience, expertise, energy and enthusiasm that makes a significant contribution to international policy-making.  

The support of civil society is indispensable for the United Nations in all aspects of our work – from maintaining peace and security to realizing the Millennium Development Goals.  They are a crucial link between the United Nations and the people that the Organization serves.  NGOs play a vital role in transforming global goals into practical progress at the local level, stimulating debate and in mobilizing support for our work.  

As your agenda at this General Assembly demonstrates, our world faces an unprecedented set of challenges.  Common for all these challenges is that they cannot be adequately dealt with by any one nation – or by any one organization.  We can only address these challenges in a close and constructive partnership, and independent NGOs are crucial in this partnership.  That is why the overarching theme of this General Assembly – Inclusive Global Governance: Challenge and Opportunities for CONGO in partnership with the United Nations – is very timely indeed.  We can only shape a prosperous and peaceful future for all through inclusive policy and decision-making.    

Therefore, we need to build on the valuable partnership between civil society and the United Nations and strengthen our relationship.  As the number of NGOs wanting to be involved in the work of the Organization grows, we need to analyse how we ensure that the participation remains effective and efficient.  Improving the interaction between the United Nations and the many diverse actors in civil society is an essential step towards reforming the Organization and enhancing its impact.  

To this end, as you know, the Secretary-General has established a Panel of Eminent Persons on United Nations Relations with Civil Society, chaired by former Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso, to recommend how our working relations can be improved.  The task is wider than coordination and formulation of modalities for participation.  It also involves addressing the discrepancy between active involvement by NGOs from developing and developed countries.  Finding ways of empowering civil society everywhere is a pressing challenge.    

I very much look forward to the Panel’s report to be released early next year.  I believe that this report will provide a solid foundation for reinforcing relations between the United Nations and civil society.  I know that CONGO continues to be a helpful partner in the process of further developing relations between the United Nations and civil society, and I am sure that the discussions at this General Assembly will provide further input.          

Next week, we will host the Panel of Eminent Persons here at the United Nations Office at Geneva, and we will assist them in their work as part of our commitment to strengthening the involvement of civil society.  Facilitating the positive and productive participation of civil society in our work is a very significant task for our Office.  

I strongly encourage and support the involvement of civil society, in general, and of NGOs in particular, in our work.  As the busiest multilateral negotiation centre in the world, the participation of NGOs in meetings and conferences is particularly important to us.  We are proud of the fact that NGOs have access and can take part in our daily activities.  Through the strong and dedicated team in the UNOG NGO Liaison Office, we maintain close working relations with NGOs in Geneva and beyond.  Mr. Ricardo Espinosa and his colleagues continue to provide outstanding services and support to the entire NGO community, and I commend their efforts.      

Ladies and Gentlemen:

You have a challenging agenda for the coming three days of debates.  Your agenda clearly reflects the challenging – and complex – agenda of the international community.  We need to deal with all these threats and problems because they are linked.  As the Secretary-General has pointed out: ‘a world not advancing towards the Millennium Development Goals will not be at peace.  And a world awash in violence will have little chance of achieving the goals’.  This complex connection between problems is manifested in the Development Millennium Goals.  Issues like peace and security and poverty reduction cannot be separated because we cannot achieve one without addressing the other.      

Let us continue to join forces in confronting these challenges.  

I wish you much success for your 22nd General Assembly.  

Thank you very much.
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