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                                                                                      Vienna, May, 2007
Invitation
Forum: Civil Society and Outer Space

Where do we stand on using outer space for peaceful purposes?
8-9 October 2007, UN/VIC Vienna

Dear Collegues!
The Vienna Office of the Conference of Non-governmental Organizations in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO) being convinced of the indispensability of space technology and its peaceful use to the future of mankind is seeking to broaden the knowledge of civil society about the peaceful use of outer space, encompasing the many applications that have a direct beneficial bearing on socio-economic development, as well as the various ecological, legal and security issues related thereto. 

To that end, the Vienna CONGO Office will hold a forum entitled: 
“Civil Society and Outer Space. Where do we stand on using Outer Space for peaceful purposes?”
The forum is being organised in cooperation with ESPI (European Space Policy Institute), UN OOSA (UN Office for Outer Space Affairs), UNIDIR (UN Institute for Disarmament Research), SGAC (Space Generation Advisory Council) and FFG (the Austrian Research Promotion Agency). 

Its sponsors are the BMeiA (Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs), BMVIT (Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology), FFG (Austrian Research Promotion Agency) and Astrium SAS.
The Forum will take place 8 - 9 October 2007 at the Vienna International Centre during the International Space Week (4 -10 October 2007). 
Being held forty years after the Outer Space Treaty entered into force, the forum will provide as comprehensive an overview as possible of the current situation pertaining to the use of outer space, in particular those applications responding to a large variety of societal needs. It will grant members of civil society a unique opportunity to acquaint themselves with: (a) state-of-the-art space technology in selected fields of the peaceful use of outer space and; (b) security and conduct of space activities. 
The forum is intended to formulate recommendations pertaining to increasing public awareness of the broader use of space technology and its contribution to socio-economic development, as well as to safeguarding sustainable space security.

For those NGOs otherwise unable to participate, a limited amount of funding is available to help them cover their travel costs (or part thereof).
I attach the draft agenda for your information. Might I ask you to reply to the e-mail address that we have set up specifically for the forum: congovie@gmail.com. Flights and hotel accommodation should be booked as soon as possible owing to other congresses being held in Vienna at the same time in early October. It might be helpful for you to use www.checkfelix.at for choosing your flights and www.wien.info for choosing your hotel.
Please feel free to pass this invitation on to any NGO or others you feel might be interested.
Looking forward to your early reply.
Yours sincerely,
Friedrich Gehart

CONGO Vice-President

CONGO Vienna Office
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