PAGE  
3
CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM TO THE ECOSOC HIGH LEVEL SEGMENT ¦ Geneva ¦ 29-30 June 2006 


Everything you want to know about Geneva and more

Geneva is Switzerland's most cosmopolitan city. European headquarters of the United Nations and home of the Red Cross and many other international organizations, the Canton of Geneva is probably the place where you can meet just about any other nation of the world, as nearly 43% of its inhabitants are foreign citizens.
Due to its exceptional situation in the centre of Europe, its infrastructure, states of excellence and prestige, Geneva is an ideal meeting place for world leaders. Offering the perfect blend of the qualities of an international city and the advantages of a small town, Geneva has become the ideal destination for thousands of tourists and people who gather here annually for meetings, conferences and exhibitions. Or simply holidays.
Transport

Geneva’s international airport – Cointrin - is located within 5 km (3 miles) from the city centre, and welcomes flights from 70 destinations worldwide. Efficient ground transfers are available from the airport to the city centre and hotels.
Geneva’s Train Station – Cornavin – is located in the city centre, close to shopping facilities and accommodation. City taxis and public transport are available in front of the train station toward any direction.

Both the airport and the train station are 15 min away from the international organizations.

Bus ticketing

Bus tickets can be purchased ONLY at the automatic machines situated in each bus stop. The machines do NOT deliver any change, so make sure you have the right amount of coins before getting on the bus. One way trip/60min costs CHF 3.-  We recommend daily tickets for 7.- CHF which grant you access to all public transport in Geneva from 9 am to midnight. 
Banks
Banks are usually open Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. They are closed Saturdays, Sundays and on public holidays. However, money can also be changed at the train station and/or the airport and everywhere in the city centre. Look for the "Change/Cambio" signs. Many banks have automated teller machines (ATMs) that accept overseas bank cards. Please check with your local bank before leaving if your banking card is valid in Switzerland. 
Office Hours 

Generally, offices are open from 8.30 am to 12.30 noon and from 2 pm to 6 pm on weekdays and closed on weekends.
Post Offices 

Post offices are usually open from 7 am to 12 noon and from 1.30-2 pm to 6 pm on weekdays. The General Post-Offices in Montbrillant and Mont-Blanc are open till 7.30 pm. On Saturdays, post offices are open from 8.30 am till 12 noon; all post offices are closed on Sundays. 

Shopping 

With a myriad of famous boutiques and department stores, Geneva offers something for everyone. It is certainly the watch capital of the world, a center for exquisite jewelry, and a place to find high quality Swiss and imported items. Before you leave, don’t forget to purchase some chocolate from one of Geneva’s master chocolate-makers. And why not stock up on Swiss army knives? They make the ideal gift for anyone - including yourself!
Opening hours vary depending on the city zone. Most of them are open Monday through Friday 9 am to 7 pm, except Thursdays open till 9 pm. Saturday most shops are open 9 am to 6 pm. Sunday all shops are closed, except for the ones at the train station and at the airport. 

Weather

The climate is moderate. From June to July the daytime temperature ranges from 18º C to 28º C (65º-82ºF). Depending on the altitude the temperature range may vary. 
There is no excessive heat or humidity. Southern Switzerland has sub-tropical vegetation and enjoys a year-round mild climate. Switzerland measures temperatures in degrees Celsius. To convert from Celsius to Fahrenheit multiply by 1.8, then add 32.

Eating and drinking

Geneva combines a classic culinary tradition with a touch of “terroir” with innovative cuisines from all over the world. Haute cuisine restaurants and popular bistrots propose a remarkable offer able to satisfy any demand. Usual tipping goes up to 10%. 
Art & Museums

Geneva, geographically separated by the rivers Rhône and Arve, is a unique European example of post-medieval urbanism. The Old Town – La Vieille Ville – and Carouge, with its southern charm, are ranked as "towns of national importance". Carouge, built by architects from Turin in the 18th century on the orders of the king of Sardinia, offers with its Piedmontese allure a surprising change of scenery.
The MAMCO Gallery - Geneva's Museum of Modern & Contemporary Art opened in an old factory in 1994 and displays treasures from the contemporary photographic and video scene.

The impressive Forces Motrices Cultural Centre appears to float in the middle of the Rhône. A former hydroelectric power station has been transformed into a cultural oasis in the middle of the river, hosting a theatre, an opera auditorium and an exhibition space.

A building worth your while is the headquarters of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) by Rino Brodbeck and Jacques Roulet. Some 40 museums around the hill of the old town and the imposing St Peter's Cathedral foster a brisk exchange of ideas in the fields of art, architecture, science and philosophy. 
Places in Geneva NOT to miss
• Geneva’s lakefront
• Jet d'eau (water fountain)
• Flower Clock
• Saint Peter's Cathedral
• Reformation Wall
• Place Neuve
• United Nations Building
• Place du Bourg-de-Four (Vieille Ville)
• Carouge 
Events 28 June – 5 July, Geneva
Maracanã Festival



http://www.maracana.ch
8 June Thursday - 9 July Sunday, Plaine de Plainpalais  

Follow on large screen all World Cup 2006 matches live 

Looks on the human rights

http://www.ohchr.org
16 June Friday - 16 July Sunday, Quai Wilson  
Pictures exhibition illustrating the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Coop Beachtour 2006


http://www.coopbeachtour.ch
28 June Wednesday - 1 July Saturday, Place du Rhône  

Beachvolley international tournament 

Gypsy Music




022 738 17 71

28 June Wednesday - 2 July Sunday, Tcherga Bar, Rue de la Navigation 40, Pâquis
Famous Balkan music band 

40th Montreux Jazz Festival

http://www.montreuxjazz.com
30 June Friday - 15 July Saturday, Montreux

The “not to miss” annual event for jazz lovers

Summer Concerts at the Museum
http://www.micr.org

24 June Saturday - 30 July Sunday, Musée International de la Croix-Rouge

Free-of-charge concerts take place in the museum courtyard (or indoors in bad weather)
Organ Hours Cathédrale Saint-Pierre
http://www.concerts-cathedrale.ch


3 June Saturday - 30 September Saturday, Cour Saint-Pierre

Free organ concerts every Saturday at 6pm

Carillon Hours Cathédrale Saint-Pierrehttp://www.concerts-cathedrale.ch
1 July Saturday - 26 August Saturday, Cour Saint-Pierre
Every Saturday a new carillon player rings the bells of St Peter's Cathedral at 5pm
Paradise for sale



http://www.ville-ge.ch/bmu
21 June Saturday - 2 September, Bibliothèque de la Cité
100 years of posters: most spectacular forms of Swiss advertisement
Useful Links
http://www.tpg.ch



Public Transport in Geneva

http://www.hug-ge.ch



Geneva Public Hospital

http://www.gva.ch



Geneva International Airport

http://www.sbb.ch



Geneva Train Station
http://www.ville-ge.ch



City of Geneva

http://www.geneve.ch



Canton of Geneva

http://www.geneva.ch/Map


Geneva Map

http://www.cagi.ch



Geneva International 

http://www.geneva.info/museums

Geneva Museums and Galleries
http://www.ville-ge.ch/cjb


Botanical Garden 
http://www.geneve-tourisme.ch

Geneva Tourism Office

CONGO - Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relations with the United Nations

11, Avenue de la Paix, 1st Floor, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 301 1000 ¦ Fax: +41 22 301 2000 ¦ congo@ngocongo.org

