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CONFERENCE OF NGOS

IN CONSULTATIVE RELATIONSHIP

WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

GA 22/1

Convocation to the 22nd General Assembly of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations






8 September 2003

Dear friends and colleagues,


It gives me great pleasure to invite you to the 22nd General Assembly of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO). The Assembly will be held in Geneva, from 4-6 December 2003 at the ILO Building. We will convene under the theme: Inclusive Global Governance: Challenges and Opportunities for CONGO in Partnership with the United Nations.   The General Debate will include discussions relating to contextual problems facing the United Nations and NGOs, a dialogue with members of the Civil Society High-level Panel and a focus on the Millennium Declaration and Development Goals.


Four Commissions dealing with Peace, Security and Disarmament, Human Rights, Sustainable Human Development and Information, Communication Technologies, all including a gender perspective and ethical values, will deepen the discussion and prepare for a call of action guiding CONGO into the next Triennium.


Time enough will be set aside to deal with CONGO business and elections. Please find attached the Provisional Agenda and Program as well as a registration form, to be returned latest by 1 November, which includes Conference fees and a list of hotels for accommodation. We recommend that you book your hotel early, as we will convene just a few days before the World Summit on the Information Society to give participants the opportunity to stay on. This letter will be sent to all headquarters to designate their representatives. E-mail versions will also go to Representatives to be in touch with their headquarters. 

At the moment of writing this letter to you, the UN and NGO Community is still under shock from the horrendous and abominable attack on the UN in Baghdad and mourns the loss of the many victims, among them one of the most brilliant and militant fighters for peace and human rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, High Commissioner for Human Rights. We owe it to them to rally ever closer around the high ideals of the United Nations and be in support of that institution that gives CONGO its mandate and mission.

I welcome you all!





Renate Bloem








President of CONGO
