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The work of the Education Committee for the 2003-2004 year has been quite full and expansive.  We have 76 NGO members, all of whom are ECOSOC NGOs, and we continue to welcome new members.  We are served by an Executive Committee and function in Committee structure through Task Forces of: 1) Education for Peace and Sustainable Development; 2) Literacy; 3) HIV/AIDS.  We meet monthly (September-June) on the 3rd Thursday from 3-5pm.  Our meetings follow the format of a speaker/briefing followed by a working session for the task forces.  Each meeting also provides for the regular business agenda items particular to NGO committees.

This past year the Education Committee served the UN-NGO community and met the intentions of our By-Laws in the following ways:

1. We held meetings on the Millennium Development Goals with speakers from UNDP and the MDG Campaign;

2. We welcomed speakers on the topics of Peace and Disarmament, Water, Sanitation, Girls’ Education, Eradication of Poverty, Cyberschoolbus, Sustainable Development and the Decade for Education on Sustainable Development.  Our speakers came from UNDP, Japanese Mission, UNICEF, UNESCO and UN-DPI.

3. We collaborated with the NGO Committee on Sustainable Development on the upcoming Decade for Education on Sustainable Development and hosted the Minister of Education for Sustainable Development from Japan. We also jointly sponsored a DPI briefing on the upcoming Decade.

4. We initiated, developed and launched the “Pumped Up for Peace” project which is now on the UN Cyberschoolbus website.  This project was an outgrowth of the Education for Peace and Sustainable Development Task force.

5. The “Pumped Up for Peace” project presented at several UN-NGO venues during the year.  In particular, the Education committee presented this project as a side event during the CSD 12.

The Education Committee held its yearly evaluation and planning meeting in June and set the following direction for 2004-2005:

1. We will continue to collaborate with the NGO Committee on Sustainable Development on the various aspects of the Decade for Education on Sustainable Development.

2. We will respond to the invitation from UNESCO to work on the Decade with international NGOs, especially those located in Geneva.

3. We will follow the themes of 2005 conferences and commissions, (Copenhagen +10, Beijing +10, Commission on Status of Women, Commission on Sustainable Development) and we will participate in the MDG Campaign activities.

4. We will maintain a presence and a voice within the formats of side events, workshops, etc. that are held in conjunction with UN Conference/Commission meetings.

5. We will provide appropriate intervention relative to the Education-related issues within the UN Conference/Commission meetings.

6. We will elect a new executive committee in May 2005 who will serve for two years.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Carol Zinn, ssj

Chair, Education Committee

