[image: image1.jpg]



Acceptance Remarks by incoming President

Distinguished CONGO members, dear colleagues and friends, 

I first would like to warmly thank you for the support you gave me during my previous mandate and for giving me the opportunity, today, to keep serving CONGO for the next three years. And these three years are full of both promises and challenges for the international community, civil society organizations and our Conference. 

I shall strive to continue and consolidate the work we have carried out in these past years. CONGO has strengthened its position as one of the main UN counterparts for NGOs and it has been involved in most of the major UN events. Next week will see the holding, in Geneva, of the 1st phase of the World Summit on the Information Society that has initiated a new era in UN - civil society relations, because of the creation of the Civil Society Bureau and because of the new “flower” structure. A multi-stakeholder approach has been adopted to shape the agenda of a major UN Summit.

As you know, CONGO has been very actively involved in this major breakthrough. The institutional memory of CONGO and its expertise are thus getting richer and richer and CONGO wants to put it at the service of the evolution and deepening of UN-Civil Society relations.

The mission of CONGO is constantly evolving because the form of global governance is changing. In 1948 some NGOs came together to form a “Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations” in order to safeguard the rights embedded in the UN Charter and articulated in succeeding ECOSOC Resolutions. They slowly moved from silent observers to watchdogs and prominent advocates and were massively involved in shaping the agenda of the World Conferences in the 90ies. 

Today, with globalization and interdependence affecting so may facets of human life, of everybody’s life, multilateral organizations have taken on mandates, competences and responsibilities which used to be prerogatives of national jurisdiction and legislation, thus often alienating people from having any space or say in decisions effecting their lives. In the last few years many CONGO members have paid more and more attention to this phenomenon, in particular to the issue of global governance and the growing “democratic deficit” in this governance. It is in this way that we have chosen our theme: Inclusive global governance: Challenges and Opportunities for CONGO and I am happy to take the recommendations from our rich discussions into the next Triennium. 

The focus of CONGO’s work has traditionally been directed towards the Economic and Social Council as the only UN organ with institutionalized accreditation mechanism. In the upcoming years CONGO will deepen the reflection about the opportunity to establish formal relations with the General Assembly and, eventually, the Security Council. 

Civil Society, however difficult to define, includes to day other entities than NGOs: e.g. local authorities, media, academic institutions, think tanks ect”. More than 20 such entities sit on the WSIS Civil Society Bureau. 

What will be our interaction with these new actors? How will we be able to integrate them into the work of the United Nations? These questions are not rhetoric. They encompass delicate and political issues that have very practical day –to- day implications, for example when these actors are all competing for the same, limited resources. As an example, I recall that several NGOs criticized the fact that some of the fellowships granted by the WSIS to civil society were given to, say, mayors and local authorities and not to grass-root NGOs that considered themselves as more legitimate representatives of their constituency. 

The issues of legitimacy and accountability of NGOs will have to be seriously tackled. Who are we? Whom do we represent? What is our constituency? Not only Donors ask for transparency, they want to know in the name of whom we speak and NGOs are more and more asked to be accountable and democratic. If we want to be credible partners to the UN, governments and other stakeholders, we have to ask these questions ourselves before they are asked by others. 

CONGO does its best to be an open and democratic association and to have a democratic structure of internal governance. But these issues have to be constantly addressed, particularly now that we have consultative status with ECOSOC and hence the right to take the floor at the context, United Nations.  

I would now like to give a short overview of the challenges that are before us: In accordance with our aims to deepen dialogue, to mobilize public opinion, to convene and provide Forums we will also cooperate with

· World Social Forum, (The next one to be held at Mumbai, India, January 2004)


As you may recall, CONGO has already participated in last year’s World Social Forum in Porto Alegre. We have organized a very well attended workshop by which we tried to create a bridge between “institutionalized” civil society - NGOs working in cooperation with the United Nations - and social movements belonging to the so-called “alter-globalization” movement, whose audience and legitimacy is growing year after year and that we cannot ignore. If financial and human resources allow, we will participate in the next WSF in January 2004 or otherwise keep nurturing the dialogue with the alter-globalization movement. 

· UNCTAD XI, Sao Paolo (Brazil), June 2004


The inter-ministerial UN Conference on Trade and Development is a major decision-making body that meets every four years and sets the policies and agenda of UNCTAD for the following quadrennial. The next one will take place in Sao Paolo (Brazil) in June 2004. CONGO is already participating in the preparatory process to the Conference and it has given valuable contributions and suggestions particularly concerning procedures and organization. We want to draw upon our expertise - mainly the one acquired during the WSIS - to make the process move forward and keep at least the same level of partnership between the UN and civil society. 


On the other hand, we have to expand our relationships with UN agencies other than the ones we are used to work with and UNCTAD is a major body with which there can be a mutually benefiting exchange of expertise. We hence intend to participate in the Conference in Sao Paolo and contribute to making it a success for civil society.

· Regional consultations

CONGO will continue its outreach policy towards the regions and roll over the success of the Asian Civil Society Forum to convene similar regional consultations in Africa, Eastern Europe and Latin America. These consultations will take place in 2004, 2005 and 2006 and they will keep a common focus on global democratic governance and the MDGs, including specific issues peculiar to the region in question. The next consultation is scheduled for Ma 2004 in Santiago de Chile and we will take the occasion to listen to the NGOs and facilitate their input into the upcoming UNCTAD XI. For preparing these regional consultations all three CONGO offices will work together, not least to ensure a sufficient fundraising upon which depends the holding of the consultations themselves.

· Second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society

The second phase of the WSIS will take place in Tunis in 2005. The preparation of the second phase has not been tackled yet and will very much depend upon the outcome of the first one. It is the first UN Summit that takes place in two phases and although nobody really knows what the second one will be about, but it will most probably deal with the question of implementation and follow-up. CONGO will be there with a WSIS Support Task Force and as member of the Civil Society Bureau. 

· Millennium + 5


The major event of 2005 will be the holding of the Millennium + 5. CONGO has been actively involved in the preparation of the Millennium NGO Forum, and looks forward to holding a + 5 event. The Millennium + 5 will most probably assess the feasibility of reaching the MDGs and CONGO will be able to draw upon the regional consultations it will have organized to present the NGO contribution to these goals. Again, we will have to draw upon our experiences of these past years and try to shape the Summit itself in a real partnership between the UN and civil society. 

· Training

CONGO will keep and strengthen its focus on training, both at the UN centres and in the regions. Training to empower NGOs/civil society to be better informed and equipped for valuable contributions to UN activities and thus affirming their role as true partners in a multi stake holder approach to inclusive global governance.

This we can only achieve if we all work together, and in accepting the challenge of this second mandate I humbly ask you for all your support. 
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